
MULTI-MODAL TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 3, 2017 

6:00 PM 
CITY COMMISSION ROOM 

151 MARTIN STREET, BIRMINGHAM 

1. Roll Call

2. Introductions

3. Review of the Agenda

4. Approval of Minutes, Meeting of July 20, 2017

5. Multi-Modal Transportation Consulting Services – Request for Proposals

6. Crosswalk Materials Study

7. Moped Parking Policy

8. Meeting Open to the Public for items not on the Agenda

9. Miscellaneous Communications

10. Next Meeting September 7, 2017

11. Adjournment

Notice:  Due to Building Security, public entrance during non-business hours is through the Police 
Department—Pierce St. Entrance only.  Individuals with disabilities requiring assistance to enter the building should 
request aid via the intercom system at the parking lot entrance gate on Henrietta St. 

Persons with disabilities that may require assistance for effective participation in this public meeting should contact 
the City Clerk’s Office at the number (248) 530-1880, or (248) 644-5115 (for the hearing impaired) at least one day 
before the meeting to request help in mobility, visual, hearing, or other assistance. 

Las personas con incapacidad que requieren algún tipo de ayuda para la participación en esta sesión pública deben 
ponerse en contacto con la oficina del escribano de la ciudad en el número (248) 530-1800 o al (248) 644-5115 (para 
enos un dia antes de la reunión para solicitar ayuda a la movilidad, visual, auditiva, o de otras asistencias. (Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964). 



CITY OF BIRMINGHAM  
  MULTI-MODAL TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

THURSDAY, JULY 20, 2017 
City Commission Room  

151 Martin Street, Birmingham, Michigan 

Minutes of the regular meeting of the City of Birmingham Multi-Modal 
Transportation Board held Thursday, July 20, 2017.   

Chairperson Vionna Adams convened the meeting at 6:01 p.m. 

1. ROLL CALL

Present: Chairperson Vionna Adams; Board Members Lara Edwards, Amy 
Folberg, Vice-Chairman Andy Lawson, Daniel Rontal: Alternate 
Members Daniel Isaksen, Katie Schaefer 

Absent: Board Members Johanna Slanga, Michael Surnow 

Administration:  Austin Fletcher, Asst. City Engineer 
Scott Grewe, Operations Commander 
Paul O'Meara, City Engineer 

Also Present: Mike Labadie from Fleis & Vandenbrink  
(“F&V”),Transportation Engineering Consultants 

2. INTRODUCTIONS  (none)

3. REVIEW AGENDA  (no change)

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES, MEETING OF JUNE 1, 2017

Ms. Edwards made the following clarification: 
Page 3 - Last paragraph, third line, add "on street" in front of "parking." 

Mr. Isaksen added that he and Ms. Schaefer were present as members of the 
public at the last meeting.  
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Motion by Mr. Lawson 
Seconded by Ms. Folberg to approve the Minutes of June 1, 2017 with the 
changes. 

Motion carried, 7-0. 

VOICE VOTE 
Yeas:  Lawson, Folberg, Adams, Edwards, Rontal, Schaefer, Isaksen 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Slanga, Surnow 

5. S. ETON RD. - MAPLE RD. TO LINCOLN AVE.

Mr. O'Meara recalled that at the June 1, 2017 MMTB meeting, a public hearing 
was held to review and discuss the various components of multi-modal 
improvements now being considered for S. Eton Rd. between Maple Rd. and 
Eton Rd. The Board was ready to approve the majority of the proposal, outside of 
the pedestrian island at Maple Rd. However, new information that determined the 
proposal to build an island that could accommodate 40 ft. truck turning radii may 
be too small caused the Board to hesitate on this feature. The board asked staff 
to survey all businesses in the Rail District, and return the issue at the following 
meeting. 

The Police Dept. sent out a survey to a total of 99 businesses requesting input, 
and 17 responses were received. Only one business responded indicating that 
they have trucks longer than 60 ft., while that one and another indicated that they 
receive deliveries from trucks longer than 60 ft. A larger number received 
deliveries from trucks in the 40 to 60 ft. range (7).  

The sample size was disappointingly small.  The three Rail District businesses 
that appeared at the public hearing last time were invited to come back for this 
meeting as well. 

To assist with this discussion, F&V provided additional truck turning radius 
drawings generated by a computer program. The drawings include: 
1. A picture of all three turning movements when driving a truck with a 50 ft.
turning radius; 
2. A picture of all three turning movements when driving a truck with a 62 ft.
turning radius; 
3. A picture of the proposed island now modified to allow for a 50 ft. truck turning
radius. 
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Right turns are not being considered for the trucks leaving the District because 
most trucks already have to turn left because they cannot fit underneath the 
existing bridge. 

Alternatives for trucks heading west and wanting to enter the Rail District were 
discussed.  Mr. Labadie indicated they can turn around and make a right onto S. 
Eton from the eastbound lane. 

The chairperson opened discussion up to public comments at 6:33 p.m. 

Mr. Brian Bolyard, Bolyard Lumber, 777 S. Eton, described the movements that 
large trucks must make.  He agreed that the trucks over 50 ft. are already coming 
east on Maple Rd. and making a right turn onto S. Eton.  It was thought even with 
the island, those trucks should still be able to make the right turn.  It was noted 
that 62 ft. trucks might swing out from the right lane into the adjoining lane in 
order to turn.  

Ms. Sherry Markus, 1382 Ruffner, asked if the timing of the lights was 
considered.  Mr. Labadie replied the signal will be changed dramatically because 
of Whole Foods.  With the new signal there will be more green time on Maple Rd. 
and pushbuttons for pedestrians.  Left turning traffic has to watch out for 
pedestrians as in most intersections. 

Mr. Larry Bertollini, 1275 Webster, expressed concern about whether trucks can 
make the turn further south where S. Eton turns mid-block.  He received 
clarification from Mr. O'Meara that the sidewalk will be narrowed so that trucks 
can make the turn. Mr. Bertollini made the point that even if there aren't 
businesses that have the larger trucks at this point, things might change and the 
City should allow for them in this industrial district. 

Mr. Brian Bolyard suggested an alternate placement for the crosswalk but was 
informed that a crosswalk cannot be installed there due to sight distance issues. 

Mr. Brian Bolyard noticed the residents in the area are not present who are 
having difficulty crossing on the long crosswalk.   

Mr. Larry Bertollini commented if they cannot get the 62 ft. trucks to work he is 
completely against the plan. Ms. Edwards clarified they will take the same route 
they are already taking (eastbound to southbound),  but the new configuration 
will make them go slower.  So there is a way in with 62 ft. trucks and there is a 
way out going westbound. 
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Ms. Roxanne Nyer, 1407 S. Eton, was concerned that cars are not stopping for 
pedestrians on S. Eton Rd.  Dr. Rontal told her there will be adjustments south 
that will help to shorten the pedestrian crossing. 

Motion by Dr. Rontal 
Seconded by Mr. Lawson to recommend to the City Commission the 
following package of multi-modal transportation improvements for S. Eton 
Rd. from Maple Rd. to Lincoln Ave.: 

1. Maple Rd. to Yosemite Blvd.
a. Relocation of the west side curb of S. Eton Rd. from Maple Rd. to
Yosemite Blvd. 3 ft. closer to the center, allowing the installation of an 8 ft. 
wide sidewalk behind the relocated curb. 
b. Installation of a pedestrian island at the Maple Rd. & S. Eton Rd.
intersection to improve safety for pedestrians crossing on the south side of 
Maple Rd. 
c. Installation of a wider sidewalk adjacent to the handicap ramp at the
southeast corner of Maple Rd. & S. Eton Rd. 
d. Installation of sharrows on green painted squares for both directions.

2. Yosemite Blvd. to Villa Ave.
a. Removal of the existing parking on the west side of the street.
b. Relocation of the curb and gutter on both sides of the street to
accommodate 8 ft. wide sidewalks and 4 ft. wide green spaces with new 
City trees. 
c. Installation of sharrows on green painted squares for both directions.

3. Villa Ave. to Lincoln Ave.
a. Removal of the existing parking on the west side of the street, replaced
with an 8.5 ft. wide bi-directional bike lane and a 1.5 ft. buffer with raised 
markers. 
b. Sidewalk improvements as needed at Villa Ave. and Lincoln Ave. to
facilitate the bidirectional bike lane. 
c. Installation of a 3 ft. wide buffer between the northbound travel lane and
7 ft. parking lane. 
d. Curbed bumpouts at marked pedestrian crosswalks on the west side of
the street, at the intersections of Villa Ave., Hazel Ave., Bowers Ave., Cole 
Ave., and Lincoln Ave. 

Mr. O'Meara talked about the block between Villa and Yosemite.  An error was 
found in the drawing from last month.  If they used those measurements they 
would be down to 12 ft. and 12.5 ft. wide travel lanes on S. Eton Rd. because 
there is not enough space for anything more than that.  He thought that might not 
be what the board wants because they are trying to promote bicycle traffic 
through there.  Therefore he drew up an Option B which would provide 15 ft. 
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wide lanes which leave just enough room for a vehicle to comfortably pass a 
bicyclist.  Option B would give an 8 ft. wide sidewalk in front of the hair salon and 
a 6.5 ft. wide sidewalk in front of the banquet hall.  A 4 ft. wide green space 
would remain on both sides.  Light industrial traffic can also be accommodated 
by the wider lanes.   

Amended by Dr. Rontal 
Seconded by Mr. Lawson that 2 (b) should read: 
Relocation of the curb and gutter on both sides of the street to 
accommodate a 5 ft. wide sidewalk on one side and a 6.5 ft. wide sidewalk 
on the other side with 4 ft. wide green spaces with new City trees. 

Discussion was opened to the public at 7:10 p.m. 

Mr. Larry Bertollini announced he would not support a bumpout at Lincoln 
because there might be too much backup at that intense intersection. 

Ms. Sherry Markus completely agreed that traffic would definitely back up with 
the bumpout.  She received clarification about the path that the bike lane would 
take.  Heading towards Villa there would be signs encouraging bikers to 
dismount and walk their bikes across S. Eton Rd. to the widened sidewalk on the 
other side in order to cross Maple Rd. at the light. 

Amended motion carried, 7-0. 

VOICE VOTE 
Yeas:  Rontal, Lawson, Adams, Edwards, Folberg, Isaksen, Schaefer 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Slanga, Surnow  

6. W. MAPLE RD. PEDESTRIAN CROSSING AT ROUGE RIVER TRAIL

Mr. O'Meara reported, as original board members will recall, in 2015 the W. 
Maple Rd. corridor was discussed extensively, as the question of moving from 
four lanes to three lanes was studied. During those discussions, it was noted that 
if W. Maple Rd. was changed to a three lane road, the left turn lane would 
provide an opportunity to install a center pedestrian island at potential marked 
crossings. 

Recently, the Parks & Recreation Board has expressed interest in improving the 
Rouge River trail in the area south of Maple Rd. Currently, the south side 
sidewalk borders the City’s property, and there is no hard surfaced connection 
between the City sidewalk and a pedestrian bridge that allows the public to cross 
the river and walk along its west side toward Lincoln Ave. Funds have been 
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authorized to build a porous asphalt walkway from the Maple Rd. sidewalk south 
to the existing pedestrian bridge. The “missing link” will then be a designated 
crossing for pedestrians wishing to cross to the north side of Maple Rd. 

The best location for a crossing is just to the west of the guard rail sections. On 
the north side this works well, because it lines up with the existing Rouge River 
trail as it extends north toward Quarton Lake. On the south side, however, there 
is a conflict with an existing private driveway for the residence at 123 Hawthorne 
Rd. 

A survey of the area was prepared, and communications held with the 
homeowner. The plan has been designed in such a way that the homeowner is 
supportive. Benefits of the proposal include: 
• Marked pathway that will align with the trail to the north, and provide a
connection to the trail as it extends south of Maple Rd. 
• Installation of an island will encourage vehicles to drive slower through the area,
and encourage them to watch for pedestrians. 
• The island will be large enough to support a green space on the one side.
• The island stops just west of the crossing to allow for space for left turns into
the adjacent driveway, which will be relocated. 
• The driveway relocation will also require the relocation of an existing street light.
Moving the light to the east will allow for better lighting at the crosswalk. 

Motion by Mr. Isaksen 
Seconded by Ms. Edwards to recommend to the City Commission the 
design for a pedestrian crosswalk island immediately west of the Rouge 
River bridge, to provide a connection for pedestrians using the existing 
trail system to the north and south. 

At 7:21 p.m. there was no discussion from members of the public 

Motion carried, 7-0. 

VOICE VOTE 
Yeas:  Isaksen, Edwards, Adams, Folberg, Lawson, Rontal, Schaefer 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Slanga, Surnow 

7. 2017 ASPHALT RESURFACING PROGRAM

Mr. O'Meara advised that typically each year, the City bids an asphalt paving 
program in an attempt to repair roads in need of maintenance. Such work gives 
the MMTB an opportunity to review the plan and determine if Multi-Modal 
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improvements can be incorporated into the project. This year’s program is 
focusing on shorter, dead-end local streets.  

The streets being proposed for maintenance work are: 
• Ashford Lane – Quarton Rd. to east end
• Millrace Ct. – Lakeside Dr. to south end
• Hidden Ravines Dr,, Trail, and Court – All west of Southfield Rd.

All of these streets are unique for Birmingham in that they do not provide a 
vehicular connection at each end. Further, none of them presently have  
sidewalks. A review of the Master Plan confirms that there are no suggested 
improvements of a multi-modal nature for any of these streets.  

Ashford Lane is a dead-end street that supports 11 condominiums.  It was not 
designed to connect with anything else. 

Millrace Ct. was built in 1960. It serves as the access for five single-family 
homes, and its west side is directly contiguous to the City property adjacent to 
Quarton Lake. The existing Rouge River Trail runs within 10 ft. of the Millrace Ct. 
pavement, but there is no official connection. The trail was last improved about 
15 years ago. 

If the board considers it is appropriate to build a designated connection at this 
time, it is recommended that a standard handicap ramp with concrete be installed 
(rather than crushed limestone, similar to the path) to ensure that ADA 
requirements are being met, and to reduce the amount of stone dragged out on 
the street surface.  

Board members did not see Millrace Ct. as a natural entrance point for the 
general public.  The crossover would be built essentially for the four or five 
homes  on this street.  It was noted that there is an entrance to the street system 
further north on Lakeside Dr.     

Hidden Ravines Dr. has no sidewalks so there is no opportunity to connect with 
other neighborhoods.   

Motion by Ms. Folberg 
Seconded by Mr. Rontal that after reviewing the Multi-Modal Master Plan 
with respect to the 2017 Asphalt Resurfacing Program, the MMTB has 
confirmed that no multi-modal improvements are proposed for any of those 
streets in the Multi-Modal Master Plan.  Due to their lack of connectivity to 
other streets, and due to their lack of sidewalks, no multi-modal 
improvements are recommended at this time. 

No one from the public wished to comment at 7:30 p.m. 
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Motion carried, 7-0. 

VOICE VOTE 
Yeas:  Folberg, Rontal, Adams, Edwards, Isaksen, Lawson Schaefer 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Slanga, Surnow 

8. F&V CONTRACT RENEWAL

Mr. O'Meara said that in 2014 the City solicited traffic engineering firms to work 
with the MMTB and Mr. Labadie's firm was one of responders.  Three companies 
were interviewed and since Mr. Labadie's firm had a lot of history in the City the 
MMTB elected to stay with his firm.  A contract was signed but it has now expired. 
The City Commission will make the final decision of whether to extend the 
contract or to solicit bids 

Mr. Lawson indicated he enjoys working with Mr. Labadie.  He goes above and 
beyond at every meeting. 

Ms. Edwards said he is tireless and has been a great asset to the board. 

9. WOODWARD AVE. RESURFACING UPDATE, 2017 - 2018
QUARTON RD. TO FOURTEEN MILE RD.

Mr. O'Meara updated the group on substantial multi-modal improvements that 
are being planned for the above segment of Woodward Ave. Since this road is a 
state highway under the jurisdiction of the MI Dept. of Transportation ("MDOT"), 
the City historically does not have much input on what is done when changes are 
made. However, MDOT is making an effort to listen and work with local cities, 
and the changes that are proposed for the Woodward Ave. corridor are 
encouraging. The planning for this project has been fast tracked, and MDOT now 
plans to let two separate contracts for Woodward Ave. designed to work around 
the City's Old Woodward Ave. project, as well as the annual Dream Cruise event, 
as best it can. 

Fall 2017 Project 
MDOT is currently bidding  a concrete repair project to be conducted from Labor 
Day to the end of October.  The work will require lane closures, especially on 
week-ends. 

Spring/Summer 2018 Project 
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Due to funding, the extent of the work is proposed before the annual Dream 
Cruise, and finally the need to complete the work prior to 2019, forced MDOT to 
continue with its plans to conduct this work during the months of mid-April to mid-
August, 2018. 

a. Scheduling

Here is what is planned: 
• No lane closures will be allowed during the work week, with the exception of a
maximum of one lane during the hours of 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. during the day, and 
multiple lane closures during the hours of 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. only. 
• Longer multiple lane closure hours will be allowed on weekends, during these
hours: 
Friday nights/Saturday mornings 9 p.m. to 9 a.m. 
Saturday nights/Sunday mornings 9 p.m. to 10 a.m. 

Woodward Ave. will remain fully open during peak traffic times, and the majority 
of the work will occur when traffic demands are typically low. 

b. Proposed Improvements

All eight lanes of Woodward Ave. will have the top 1.5 in. of asphalt removed and 
replaced. 

In addition to the concrete patching that will have occurred on the fall 2017 
project, additional joint repairs will be completed. MDOT will be improving all 
ramps that need work throughout the corridor.  Birmingham requested that 
MDOT implement Birmingham's recently finalized crosswalk standards in the 
design of these ramps.  The project will be a major improvement in pedestrian 
accessibility from what currently exists. The following is what is being planned: 

All existing crosswalks will be reconstructed where needed to meet current ADA 
requirements (if they are not already). Where pavement markings are present, 
they will be 6 ft. wide outside of the designated commercial zones referenced in 
our crosswalk policy, with 5 ft. wide ramps.  Within the designated commercial 
zones, MDOT will install 10 ft. wide pavement markings with 8 ft. wide ramps. All 
markings will be 24 in. wide white bars with a 24 in. wide spacing. 

The Maple Rd. and 14 Mile Rd. intersections will not be included in this effort, 
because a separate funding source was already planned to replace the entire 
traffic signal systems at these intersections, which is budgeted for 2019.  

Finally, it is recalled that Birmingham applied for a Transportation Alternatives 
Program ("TAP") grant last year to install a new traffic signal at the Oak St. 
intersection, thereby allowing the installation of a signalized, marked pedestrian 
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crosswalk. The TAP grant was approved, and MDOT has agreed to include this 
work in their 2018 project.   

The following summarizes the new improved crosswalks that will be installed on 
this project; 

Oak St. – New 10 ft. wide crosswalk on the south side of the intersection, using a 
completely new traffic signal (as suggested in the Master Plan). 

Oakland Ave. – New 10 ft. wide crosswalk relocated on the northbound lanes so 
that pedestrians do not conflict with eastbound Oakland Ave. right turns (as 
suggested in the Master Plan). 

Brown St./Forest Ave. – New 10 ft. wide crosswalks will be installed in the 
present location. (The lack of a signal on the northbound side of this intersection 
has been an issue that has been identified for many years, however, it has not 
been funded by MDOT. Recent discussions have identified that this issue is not 
resolved, and the traffic safety staff at MDOT have committed to reviewing it 
again.) 

Bowers St. – New 10 ft. wide crosswalks on both sides of the intersection. 

Lincoln Ave. – New 10 ft. wide crosswalks on both sides of the intersection. 

South of Chapin Ave. – New 6 ft. wide crosswalks at the existing traffic signal. 

Overall, the 2018 project represents a significant improvement for pedestrian 
mobility for those wishing to cross Woodward Ave. Both the corridors of 
Woodward Ave. and Old Woodward Ave. are expected to be completed by 
Dream Cruise next year. 

Mr. O'Meara noted that MDOT has been asked if they would approve re-opening 
the tunnel that crosses Woodward Ave. at Oakland.  Woodward Ave. divides 
Birmingham in half.   

10. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA

Ms. Folberg asked if the packets could be organized so the agenda may be used 
as a link to the different items.   

Mr. O'Mearadiscussed with the Board proper protocol for communications prior to 
a meeting.  Members .  Communications relating to MMTB business should be 
directed to staff so they can be added to the agenda packet. 
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Mr. Labadie informed everyone there would not be a problem if board members 
wanted to call or e-mail him with a question.    

11. MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS  (none)

12. NEXT MEETING AUGUST 3, 2017 at 6 p.m.

13. ADJOURNMENT

No further business being evident, the board members adjourned the meeting at 
8:06 p.m. 

Paul O'Meara, City Engineer 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

Engineering & Planning Depts. 
DATE:   July 27, 2017 
 
TO:   Multi-Modal Transportation Board 
 
FROM:  Paul T. O’Meara, City Engineer 
   Jana L. Ecker, Planning Director 
 
SUBJECT: Multi-Modal Transportation Consulting Services 
 Request for Proposals 
 
 
The Multi-Modal Transportation Board (MMTB) was originally authorized in the spring of 2014.  
The Board was preceded by a Multi-Modal Transportation Steering Committee, which had been 
created in 2013 to oversee the preparation of the Multi-Modal Transportation Master Plan.  
Once the plan was finalized and adopted, the original steering committee was disbanded.  The 
new MMTB was charged with overseeing all City street projects, ensuring that they complied 
with the new Master Plan.  They also were charged with overseeing new initiatives of a multi-
modal nature, particularly those recommended in the Master Plan.  Finally, the new Board was 
also charged with taking over the duties of the former Traffic & Safety Board.   
 
In 2014, the City issued a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) seeking traffic engineering services, 
supplemented with knowledge and understanding of designing and advising for multi-modal 
transportation concepts, particularly in an urban setting.  In September 2014, the firm of Fleis 
and Vandenbrink was selected as the City’s traffic consultant, and has acted as a multi-modal 
transportation consultant to the MMTB and the City Commission.  However, this contract has 
now expired.  On July 24, 2017, the City Commission directed staff to issue an RFQ to seek 
qualified consulting firms, and extended the previous contract with Fleis and Vandenbrink for six 
months to allow staff time to go through the RFQ process. 
 
Accordingly, the City will again be issuing an RFQ to solicit multi-modal transportation 
consulting services to assist the MMTB and the City Commission in reviewing all transportation-
related projects.  Please find attached a draft RFQ document for your review and comment.   
 
SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
 
To recommend that the City Commission issue the attached RFQ for professional multi-modal 
transportation consulting services, with the revisions discussed. 



City of Birmingham  Page 1 
Transportation Engineering Services Consultant RFQ 

CITY OF BIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN 
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS FOR 

MULTI-MODAL TRANSPORTATION  
CONSULTING SERVICES  

INTRODUCTION 

The City of Birmingham has a long history of maintaining and improving its infrastructure as it 
strives to be a premier community within  Metro Detroit.  As a part of that effort, in 2011, 
Birmingham adopted a Complete Streets resolution to improve multi-modal transportation by 
creating better conditions for walking, biking and transit.  In November, 2013, the City accepted 
a Multi-Modal Transportation Master Plan (MMTP), as created by the Ann Arbor, MI firm of 
Greenway Collaborative.   

As one of the first significant actions suggested in the Master Plan, the City created a Multi-
Modal Transportation Board (MMTB).  The board held its first meeting in June, 2014.   The 
purpose of this standing committee is to review all transportation and transportation-related 
infrastructure projects and issues and to provide the following: 

(1) Advice on the implementation of the city’s Multi-Modal Transportation Plan to the city 
commission. 

(2) Review of the Multi-Modal Transportation Plan to assure that it remains current with 
citywide multi-modal transportation movements and regional transportation plans and 
initiatives. 

(3) An objective and technical multi-modal evaluation of plans for all road reconstruction 
and road resurfacing projects, sidewalk and pedestrian crossing projects, intersection or 
bridge projects, bicycle and transit facility improvement projects. 

(4) An objective and technical evaluation of transportation issues brought to the attention of 
or identified by the board. 

(5) An objective and technical evaluation of the transportation plan submitted for proposed 
development or redevelopment, as referred to the board by the planning board. 

(6) An objective and technical multi-modal evaluation of site plans submitted for proposed 
development or redevelopment, as referred to the board by the planning board. 

(7) An objective and technical multi-modal evaluation of any ordinance amendments related 
to transportation issues, as referred to the board by the planning board or city 
commission. 

(8) The application of accepted transportation engineering practices, multimodal 
transportation planning and complete streets practices and national standards, including 
those published by the American Association of State Highway and Transportation 
Officials, in solving and preventing transportation problems. 

(9) Objective and technical recommendations regarding transportation engineering safety 
issues to the city commission. 

(10) A forum for the voluntary coordination of groups interested in transportation issues. 
(11) A forum to review and decide appeals of administrative decisions made by the Police 

Department on transportation-related regulatory requests under Article VII of this 
chapter. 

CLEAN COPY
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The City of Birmingham is seeking a multi-modal transportation consultant(s) to provide 
professional consulting services to City staff, the City Commission, the MMTB and any other 
boards or committees as required, and to act as the City’s Traffic Engineer. The City regularly 
budgets and constructs several road improvement projects each year.  Prior to final design, the 
MMTB is asked to review the street segments planned for improvement.  The consultant will be 
asked to study various components of particular street segments, and to provide technical 
expertise and guidance on how various multi-modal improvements can be implemented, and 
how each change will impact all users of the street.  The consultant may be required to prepare 
written reports, draw plans for transportation projects, conduct traffic modelling, conduct public 
presentations and assist City staff in all aspects of the review and final approval process.   

CONSULTANT SKILLS & EXPERIENCE 

The successful multi-modal transportation consultant must be able to  demonstrate professional 
knowledge and experience in the following areas of expertise to assist the City of Birmingham:  

 
1. MULTI-MODAL MOBILITY PLANNING 

The consultant must have experience in designing public infrastructure projects with 
multi-modal elements, reviewing and evaluating the impacts of pedestrian, bicycle, 
vehicle and transit improvements on the level of service of all modes of transportation, 
and experience implementing multi-modal master plans in other urban areas.  Prior 
experience implementing new and innovative transportation designs is preferred.   

2. TRAFFIC ENGINEERING  

The successful consultant must have traffic engineering skills and experience evaluating 
both signalized and non-signalized roadways in urban areas, and the consultant’s team 
must include at least one licensed traffic engineer.  The consultant should be able to 
demonstrate experience in another community acting as the City’s Traffic Engineer 
under the Uniform Traffic Code (as prepared by the Michigan State Police, see 
Attachment A).  The consultant must have experience using traffic simulation computer 
models to evaluate multi-modal improvements at signal-controlled intersections. 

3. CONTEXT SENSITIVE PLANNING  AND URBAN DESIGN  
The consultant must demonstrate experience designing and implementing transportation 
projects that are responsive to the context of the surrounding environment, through the 
use of unique design elements to enhance the urban aesthetic or to preserve historic 
resources/views, extensive stakeholder input to ensure a final design that supports the 
community’s core values and a collaborative, interdisciplinary approach.  The 
consultant’s team must include at least one urban planning or urban design professional. 
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It is expected that the selected multi-modal transportation consultant will assist the City in 
reviewing and evaluating all transportation infrastructure projects and transportation-related 
issues with reference to and guidance from the following: 
 

 The Birmingham MMTP; 
 The 2010 Highway Capacity Manual; 
 The U.S. Department of Transportation’s (“USDOT”) Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 

Devices for Streets and Highways;  
 The Transportation Research Board’s (“TRB”) Highway Capacity Manual, Sixth Edition: A 

Guide for Multimodal Mobility Analysis; 
 The National Association of City Transportation Officials’ (“NACTO”) Urban Street Design 

Guide;  
 The Institute of Transportation Engineers’ (“ITE”)  Designing Walkable Urban 

Thoroughfares: A Context Sensitive Approach;  
 The American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials’ (“AASHTO”) 

Guide for the Planning, Design, and Operation of Pedestrian Facilities;   
 The Michigan Department of Transportation’s (“MDOT”) Best Design Practices for 

Walking and Bicycling in Michigan;  
 The MDOT Complete Streets Policy 2012;   and  
 Any other related traffic, bicycle, pedestrian or transit guidelines used in other urban 

areas.   

The successful multi-modal transportation consultant will be expected to attend all MMTB 
meetings (monthly), and any City Commission, Planning Board or other City meetings as 
required, and to conduct presentations and answer questions as needed.    
 
SCHEDULE 

The MMTB is currently working with a consulting firm that is operating under a contract that 
can be terminated with 30 days notice.  The MMTB continues to meet and review projects that 
will be designed and built in 2018.  At least one of these projects will require study from the 
consultant selected under this RFQ.  It is hoped that once authorized, the selected consultant 
will be prepared to begin working with the City as soon as practical. 
 
STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS CONTENT AND FORMAT 

If you are interested in working with the City on this project, please submit a Statement of 
Qualifications to the City including the following information: 
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE TEAM AND TEAM LEADER 
The City prefers to select a diverse consulting team that will utilize a collaborative and 
interdisciplinary approach to reviewing and evaluating transportation projects.  As noted above, 
at least one member of the consulting team must be a licensed engineer, and one member 
must be an urban planner or urban design professional.  In addition, the consultant should 
select a team leader who will be assigned to oversee and personally assist in all activities that 



City of Birmingham    Page 4 
Transportation Engineering Services Consultant RFQ 

involve the Board.  The team leader shall be regularly available to attend Board meetings, 
currently being held on the first Thursday of each month, at 6:00 P.M.  The statement should 
describe the proposed consultant team composition by indicating how it intends to perform the 
work (e.g.: as an independent company, a partnership, a joint venture, or a combination of 
prime and sub-consultants).  The role of each participating entity shall be fully described. The 
qualifications and experience of each participating entity shall be identified in the Statement of 
Qualifications, especially as they relate to the particular areas of expertise that they will bring to 
this project.   
 
QUALIFICATIONS OF TEAM PERSONNEL 
The Statement of Qualifications must describe the experience and education of the specifically 
required team members, the team leader, and all other supporting team members by including 
summary resumes of key personnel, including experience and education in multi-modal mobility 
planning, traffic engineering services, context sensitive planning and urban design.  The 
Statement of Qualifications shall outline other jurisdicitions that the consultant has worked for, 
and include descriptions of multi-modal and context sensitive transportation projects that the 
consultant has been involved with in other urban areas.   
 
OTHER CLIENTS 
The City requires a consultant that will have the City of Birmingham as its first priority when 
assisting the City on issues that involve other municipalities, road agencies or other private 
interests.  The consultant shall provide a statement that clarifies: 
 

1. The average percentage of income earned by the consulting firm for the firm’s past 
three fiscal years from the MI Dept. of Transportation. 

2. The average percentage of income earned by the consulting firm for the firm’s past 
three fiscal years from the Road Commission for Oakland Co. 

3. The average percentage of income earned by the consulting firm for the firm’s past 
three fiscal years from developers or private firms that are involved in the development 
of private projects within Oakland Co. 

 
As a part of this disclosure, the consultant shall verify in writing that should they be selected for 
this position, the consultant shall be prepared to phase out all relationships with developers that 
are currently active in the development of private properties within the City of Birmingham. 

CONSULTANT APPROACH 

The Statement of Qualifications shall provide a paragraph that summarizes the philosophy of 
the consulting firm(s) on the team, and how it/they will approach the various assignments given 
to it as the Multi-Modal Transportation Consultant assisting in addressing the various technical 
needs of the MMTB and the City of Birmingham. 

CONSULTING FEES 

Since there is a very broad scope of services to be provided on this project, compensation for 
the consultant’s work is expected to be based upon the hourly rates, plus reimbursable 
expenses for travel, copying, etc.  The Statement of Qualifications shall include the prospective 
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consultant’s proposed hourly rates for all personnel or subconsultants that are expected to work 
on various assignments, along with rates for typical reimbursable expenses expected in the 
execution of these duties. 

DUE DATE 

Prospective CONSULTANTS shall submit seven (7) copies of their Statement of Qualifications 
containing the information noted above by 5:00 PM on September 15, 2017. 

CITY REVIEW AND CONSULTANT SELECTION 

It is expected that the full membership of the MMTB will review each Statement of 
Qualifications based on a pre-determined set of criteria.  The Board will then prepare a short list 
of candidates that will be invited to be interviewed in October.  The City will select a consultant 
based upon the approach to the described tasks, the qualifications of the firm(s), and the 
experience of the proposed project team.  The City may request additional information from 
prospective consultants in their review of the materials. 

A sample agreement for professional consulting services is attached for your reference.  The 
final form of the consulting agreement and price may be negotiated based upon the final scope 
of the project.   

The City reserves the right to reject all Statements of Qualification.  The City is not responsible 
for any costs incurred by prospective consultants in submitting a Statement of Qualifications. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Please direct all responses to this Request for Qualifications to the following address: 

City of Birmingham 

P.O. Box 3001 

Birmingham, MI 48012 

Attn:  Paul O’Meara, Jana Ecker, & Scott Grewe 

Questions and requests for clarifications on this Request for Qualifications should be sent by 
email to all three of the following contacts: 

Paul O’Meara, P.E.   Jana Ecker   Comm. Scott Grewe 
City Engineer    Planning Director  Police Dept. 
pomeara@bhamgov.org  jecker@bhamgov.org  sgrewe@bhamgov.org 
 

Responses will be in writing, and will be sent to all prospective consultants.  No phone calls 
please.  
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ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A – Rule 125 and 126 of the Uniform Traffic Code (enumerating the duties of a 
municipal traffic engineer) 

Attachment B – C. 110, Articles II and VII of the City Code (enumerating the duties of the Multi-
Modal Transportation Board) 

Attachment C - Sample Professional Consulting Agreement 

Attachment D – Final approved Multi-Modal Transportation Master Plan for the City of 
Birmingham 
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CITY OF BIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN 
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS FOR 

MULTI-MODAL TRANSPORTATION ENGINEERING 
CONSULTANT CONSULTING SERVICES CONTRACT 

INTRODUCTION 

The City of Birmingham has a long history of maintaining and improving its infrastructure as it 
strives to be a premier community within southeast Michigan Metro Detroit.  As a part of that 
effort, in 2011, Birmingham adopted a Complete Streets resolution to improve multi-modal 
transportation by creating better conditions for walking, biking and transit.  In November, 2013, 
the City accepted a Multi-Modal Transportation Master Plan (MMTP), as created by the Ann 
Arbor, MI firm of Greenway Collaborative.   

As one of the first significant actions suggested in the Master Plan, the City created a Multi-
Modal Transportation Board (MMTB).  The board held its first meeting in June, 2014.   The 
purpose of this standing committee is to review all transportation and transportation-related 
infrastructure projects and issues and to provide the following: 

(1) Advice on the implementation of the city’s Multi-Modal Transportation Plan to the city 
commission. 

(2) Review of the Multi-Modal Transportation Plan to assure that it remains current with 
citywide multi-modal transportation movements and regional transportation plans and 
initiatives. 

(3) An objective and technical multi-modal evaluation of plans for all road reconstruction 
and road resurfacing projects, sidewalk and pedestrian crossing projects, intersection or 
bridge projects, bicycle and transit facility improvement projects. 

(4) An objective and technical evaluation of transportation issues brought to the attention of 
or identified by the board. 

(5) An objective and technical evaluation of the transportation plan submitted for proposed 
development or redevelopment, as referred to the board by the planning board. 

(6) An objective and technical multi-modal evaluation of site plans submitted for proposed 
development or redevelopment, as referred to the board by the planning board. 

(7) An objective and technical multi-modal evaluation of any ordinance amendments related 
to transportation issues, as referred to the board by the planning board or city 
commission. 

(8) The application of accepted transportation engineering practices, multimodal 
transportation planning and complete streets practices and national standards, including 
those published by the American Association of State Highway and Transportation 
Officials, in solving and preventing transportation problems. 

(9) Objective and technical recommendations regarding transportation engineering safety 
issues to the city commission. 

(10) A forum for the voluntary coordination of groups interested in transportation issues. 
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(11) A forum to review and decide appeals of administrative decisions made by the Police 
Department on transportation-related regulatory requests under Article VII of this 
chapter. 

The City of Birmingham is seeking a multi-modal transportation consultant(s) to provide 
professional consulting services to City staff, the City Commission, the MMTB and any other 
boards or committees as required, and to act as the City’s Traffic Engineer. The City regularly 
budgets and constructs several road improvement projects each year.  Prior to final design, the 
MMTB is asked to review the street segments planned for improvement.  The 
CONSULTANTconsultant will be asked to study various traffic components of particular street 
segments, and to provide technical expertise  and guidance on how various multi-modal 
changesimprovements can be implemented, and how each change will impact all users of the 
street.  The consultant may be required to prepare written reports, draw plans for 
transportation projects, conduct traffic modelling, conduct public presentations and assist City 
staff in all aspects of the review and final approval process. 

with reference to the MMTP, the 2010 Highway Capacity Manual, The Uniform Vehicle Code, the 
MDOT Complete Streets Policy 2012 and other related traffic, bicycle, pedestrian or transit 
guidelines in effect, and to provide formal recommendations to the City Commission.  The Multi-
Modal Transportation Board will advises the City Commission on the implementation of the 
MMTP, and reviews project phasing and budgeting, especially on streets that are not already 
included in the City’s Capital Improvements Plan. 

The Board has also taken over the duties of the previous Traffic & Safety Board.  The Traffic & 
Safety Board worked with the Police Dept. and the City’s contract Traffic Engineer to address 
resident concerns and requests related to signage, perceived traffic problems, and parking 
regulation.   

CONSULTANT SKILLS & EXPERIENCE 

The successful candidate for this positionmulti-modal transportation consultant shall must be 
able to demonstrate the ability to assist the City as a professional engineer in the following two-
fold manner: demonstrate professional knowledge and experience in the following areas of 
expertise to assist the City of Birmingham:  

1. MULTI-MODAL DESIGN SKILLSMOBILITY PLANNING

The consultant must have experience in designing public infrastructure projects with 
multi-modal elements, reviewing and evaluating the impacts of pedestrian, bicycle, 
vehicle and transit improvements on the level of service of all modes of transportation, 
and experience The City regularly budgets and constructs several road improvement 
projects each year.  Prior to full engineering design, the Board will be asked to review 
the street segments planned for improvement from a Multi-Modal implementing multi-
modal master plans in other urban areas.  Prior experience implementing and urban 
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design perspective new and innovative transportation designs is preferred.  so that 
particular road segments that are identified for Multi-Modal improvements in the MMTP 
are fully reviewed, studied, and recommended for implementation if appropriate.  The 
CONSULTANT will be asked to study various traffic components of particular street 
segments, and provide technical expertise  and guidance on how various multi-modal 
changes will impact all users of the street.   The CONSULTANT shall be ready to provide 
guidance with respect to the impact to vehicular traffic flow, but also with respect to 
pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit users. 

2. 2. TRAFFIC ENGINEERING SKILLS 

The Board will be asked to review and consider various traffic calming, signing, striping, 
or parking regulation changes that are requested by the public.  If deemed appropriate, 
the Board will ask the CONSULTANT to study various elements of the proposal with 
respect to the impact to vehicular traffic flow, as well as with respect to pedestrians, 
bicyclists, and transit users, providing technical expertise and guidance to the Board. 
The successful CONSULTANT consultant shall amust have traffic engineering skills and 
experience evaluating both signalized and non-signalized roadways in urban areas, and 
the consultant’s team must include at least one licensed traffic engineer.  The consultant 
should be able to demonstrate experience in another community acting ct as the the 
City’s Traffic Engineer as mandated in under the Uniform Traffic Code (as prepared by 
the Michigan State Police,  (see Attachment A).  The CONSULTANT shallconsultant must 
have experience using traffic simulation computer models to evaluate multi-modal 
improvements be able to operate accurate software that simulates traffic operations at 
signal-controlled intersections so that the Board may understand the ramifications of 
various options that can be implemented at particular intersections or segments 
intersections. 

3. CONTEXT SENSITIVE PLANNING  AND URBAN DESIGN  
The consultant must demonstrate experience designing and implementing transportation 
projects that are responsive to the context of the surrounding environment, through the 
use of unique design elements to enhance the urban aesthetic or to preserve historic 
resources/views, extensive stakeholder input to ensure a final design that supports the 
community’s core values and a collaborative, interdisciplinary approach.  The 
consultant’s team must include at least one urban planning or urban design professional. 
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It is expected that the selected multi-modal transportation consultant will assist the City in 
reviewing and evaluating all transportation infrastructure projects and transportation-related 
issues with reference to and guidance from the following: 

 The Birmingham MMTP;
 The 2010 Highway Capacity Manual;
 The U.S. Department of Transportation’s (“USDOT”) Manual on Uniform Traffic Control

Devices for Streets and Highways; 
 The Transportation Research Board’s (“TRB”) Highway Capacity Manual, Sixth Edition: A

Guide for Multimodal Mobility Analysis; 
 The National Association of City Transportation Officials’ (“NACTO”) Urban Street Design

Guide; 
 The Institute of Transportation Engineers’ (“ITE”)  Designing Walkable Urban

Thoroughfares: A Context Sensitive Approach; 
 The American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials’ (“AASHTO”)

Guide for the Planning, Design, and Operation of Pedestrian Facilities; 
 The Michigan Department of Transportation’s (“MDOT”) Best Design Practices for

Walking and Bicycling in Michigan;  
 The MDOT Complete Streets Policy 2012;   and
 Any other related traffic, bicycle, pedestrian or transit guidelines used in other urban

areas. 

The successful multi-modal transportation consultant will be expected to attend all MMTB 
meetings (monthly), and any City Commission, Planning Board or other City meetings as 
required, and to conduct presentations and answer questions as needed.   

SCHEDULE 

The Board MMTB is currently working with a consulting firm that is operating under a contract 
that can be terminated with 30 days notice.  It is currentlyThe MMTB continues to meeting and 
reviewing projects that will be designed and built in 2018. this fall, with construction planned 
for 2015.  At least one of these projects will require study from the CONSULTANTconsultant 
selected under this RFQ.  It is hoped that once authorized, the CONSULTANTselected consultant 
will be prepared to begin working with the City and Board as soon as practical.The particular 
project will impact a public elementary school and its traffic functions.  It is hoped that the 
CONSULTANT will be selected in August, 2014, and prepared to gather data in September so 
that final recommendations can be reviewed and finalized by November, 2014. 

STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS CONTENT AND FORMAT 

If you are interested in working with the City on this project, we ask that youplease submit a 
Statement of Qualifications to the City including the following information: 

DESCRIPTION OF THE TEAM AND TEAM LEADERPERSONNEL 
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The City prefers to select a diverse CONSULTANT consulting team that will utilize a collaborative 
and interdisciplinary approach to reviewing and evaluating transportation projects.  As noted 
above, at least one member of the consulting team must be a licensed engineer, and one 
member must be an urban planner or urban design professional.  In addition, the consultant 
should select a team leader who will that will have one particular staffperson (a registered, 
professional engineer) who will be assigned to oversee and personally assist in all activities that 
involve the Board.  The one selected personteam leader shall be regularly available to attend 
Board meetings, currently being held on the first Thursday of each month, at 6:00 P.M.  The 
City recognizes that the nature of the studies being requested may include gathering data such 
as counts, turning movements, site visits, traffic signal modeling, and analysis that may best be 
handled efficiently by various members of the staff or subconsultants.The statement should d 
Describe the proposed consultant team composition by indicating how it intends to perform the 
work (e.g.: as an independent company, a partnership, a joint venture, or a combination of 
prime and sub-consultants).  The role of each participating entity shall be fully described. The 
qualifications and experience of each participating entity shall be identified in the Statement of 
Qualifications, especially as they relate to the particular areas of expertise that they will bring to 
this project.   

QUALIFICATIONS OF THE TEAM AND TEAM PERSONNEL 
The Statement of Qualifications must describe the experience and education of the specifically 
required team members, the team leader, and all other supporting team members by including 
The City wants to team with a CONSULTANT that has experience with Complete Streets 
concepts and has successfully implemented them for other clients.  The Statement of 
Qualifications shall include summary resumes of the key personnel proposed on the team, 
particularly for the lead engineer that will be assigned to this account, along with including 
experience and education in multi-modal mobility planning, traffic engineering services, context 
sensitive planning and urban design.  The Statement of Qualifications shall outline other 
jurisdicitions that the consultant has worked for, and include descriptions of multi-modal and 
context sensitive transportation projects that the CONSULTANT consultant has been involved 
with in other urban areas.   
The City also wants a CONSULTANT that has acted in the role of Traffic Engineer for other road 
agencies.  The Statement of Qualifications shall outline other jurisdicitions that the 
CONSULTANT has worked for, and specifically the role that they have played in providing Traffic 
Engineering services. 

OTHER CLIENTS 
The City requires a CONSULTANT consultant that will have the City of Birmingham as its first 
priority when assisting the City on issues that involve other municipalities, road agencies or 
other private interests.  The CONSULTANT consultant shall provide a statement that clarifies: 

1. The average percentage of income earned by the consulting firm for the firm’s past
three fiscal years from the MI Dept. of Transportation.

2. The average percentage of income earned by the consulting firm for the firm’s past
three fiscal years from the Road Commission for Oakland Co.

3. The average percentage of income earned by the consulting firm for the firm’s past
three fiscal years from developers or private firms that are involved in the development
of private projects within Oakland Co.
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As a part of this disclosure, the CONSULTANT consultant shall verify in writing that should they 
be selected for this position, the CONSULTANT consultant shall be prepared to phase out all 
relationships with developers that are currently active in the development of private properties 
within the City of Birmingham. 

CONSULTANT APPROACH 

The Statement of Qualifications shall provide a paragraph that summarizes the philosophy of 
the consulting firm(s) on the team, and how it/they will approach the various assignments given 
to it as the Transportation ServicesMulti-Modal Transportation  Consultant assisting in 
addressing the various technical needs of the MMTB and the City of BirminghamBoard. 

CONSULTING FEES 

Since there is a very broad scope of services to be provided on this project, compensation for 
the CONSULTANT consultant’s work is expected to be based upon the hourly rates, plus 
reimbursable expenses for travel, copying, etc.  The Statement of Qualifications shall include 
the prospective CONSULTANT’S consultant’s proposed hourly rates for all personnel or 
subconsultants that are expected to work on various assignments, along with rates for typical 
reimbursable expenses expected in the execution of these duties. 

DUE DATE 

Prospective CONSULTANTS shall submit Seven seven (7) Copies copies of their Statement 
of Qualifications containing the information noted above by 5:00 PM on September 15, 
2017.July 31, 2014.   

CITY REVIEW AND CONSULTANT SELECTION 

It is expected that the full membership of the MMTBBoard will review each Statement of 
Qualifications based on a pre-determined set of criteria.  The Board will then prepare a short list 
of candidates that will be invited to be interviewed later in  October.August.  The City will select 
a CONSULTANT consultant based upon the approach to the described tasks, the qualifications 
of the firm(s), and the experience of the proposed project team, with particular attention to the 
lead engineer.  The City may request additional information from prospective CONSULTANTS 
consultants in their review of the materials. 
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A sample agreement for professional consulting services is attached for your reference.  The 
final form of the consulting agreement and price may be negotiated based upon the final scope 
of the project.   

The City reserves the right to reject all Statements of Qualification.  The City is not responsible 
for any costs incurred by prospective consultants in submitting a Statement of Qualifications. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Please direct all responses to this Request for Qualifications to the following address: 

City of Birmingham 

Attn: Paul O’Meara, Jana Ecker, & Scott GreweMark Clemence 

P.O. Box 3001 

Birmingham, MI 48012 

Attn:  Paul O’Meara, Jana Ecker, & Scott Grewe 

Questions and requests for clarifications on this Request for Qualifications should be sent by 
email to all three of the following contacts: 

Paul O’Meara, P.E. Jana Ecker  Mark Clemence Comm. Scott 
Grewe 
City Engineer  Planning Director Deputy Chief of Police Dept. 
pomeara@bhamgov.org jecker@bahamgov.org 

mclemencesgrewe@bhamgov.org 

Responses will be in writing, and will be sent to all prospective consultants.  No phone calls 
please.  

ATTACHMENTS 
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Attachment A – Rule 125 and 126 of the Uniform Traffic Code (enumerating the duties of a 
municipal traffic engineer) 

Attachment B – C. 110, Articles II and VII of the City Code (enumerating the duties of the Multi-
Modal Transportation Board) 

Attachment C - Sample Professional Consulting Agreement 

Attachment D – Final approved Multi-Modal Transportation Master Plan for the City of 
Birmingham 
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ATTACHMENT A 
EXCERPT FROM THE MICHIGAN UNIFORM VEHICLE CODE 

R28.1125 Rule 125.  Traffic engineer. 

(1) The office of traffic engineer is hereby established.  The traffic engineer shall be 
appointed in a manner prescribed by the ordinance making body and shall exercise the 
powers and duties provided in this code in a  manner that is consistent with prevailing 
traffic engineering and safety practices and that is in the best interest of this 
governmental unit.  If a traffic engineer is not appointed, then the authority of the 
engineer shall be vested in the chief of police. 

(2) The traffic engineer is responsible for any duties specifically delegated to the local 
authority by the Act, unless another office is specifically designated by the Act or by this 
code or is by its nature the more appropriate office. 

R28.1126 Rule 126.  Duties of traffic engineer. 

(1) The general duties of the traffic engineer are as follows: 
(a) To plan and determine the installation and proper timing and maintenance of traffic-

control devices. 
(b) To conduct engineering analysis of traffic accidents and to devise remedial 

measures. 
(c) To conduct engineering investigations of traffic conditions. 
(d) To plan the operation of traffic on the streets of this governmental unit, including 

parking areas. 
(e) To cooperate with other officials of this governmental unit in the development of 

ways and means to improve traffic conditions. 
(f) To carry out the additional powers and duties imposed by the act and ordinances of 

this governmental unit. 
(g) To otherwise regulate the movement and parking of vehicles within the municipality 

consistent with the act. 
(2) All duties carried out by the traffic engineer shall be in accordance with standard and 

accepted engineering practices as found in the Traffic Engineering Handbook, Fifth 
Edition, which s adopted by reference in these rules.  The Handbook may be reviewed at 
the East Lansing Headquarters of the Michigan State Police, Special Operations Division, 
Traffic Services Section.  The Handbook may be purchased from the Institute of 
Transportation Engineers, 1099 14th St., N.W., Suite 300 West, Washington DC, 20005-
3438, or from the Michigan Dept. of State Police, Special Operations Division, Traffic 
Services Division, Traffic Services Section, 714 S. Harrison Road, East Lansing, MI 48823, 
at a cost as of the time of adoption of these rules of $110 each.  
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ATTACHMENT B 
EXCERPT FROM THE BIRMINGHAM CITY CODE 

CHAPTER 110, TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS 

ARTICLE II.  MULTI-MODAL TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

Sec. 110-26. Composition. 

The Multi-Modal Transportation Board shall consist of three nonvoting ex officio 
members and seven members appointed by the city commission. The three nonvoting 
ex officio members shall be the city engineer, the planning director and the police chief, 
or their designated representatives. Insofar as possible, the city commission shall 
appoint members as follows:   

(i) One pedestrian advocate member;  
(ii) One member with a mobility or vision impairment; 
(iii) One member with traffic-focused education and/or experience; 
(iv) One bicycle advocate member; 
(v) One member with urban planning, architecture or design education 

and/or experience;  and 
(vi) Two members at large from different geographical areas of the city. 

Board members shall be electors or property owners in the city. 

Sec. 110-27. Terms of members. 
Initial members of the Multi-Modal Transportation Board shall serve for the following 
terms:  two members shall be appointed for one year terms, two members shall be 
appointed for two year terms, and three members shall be appointed for three year 
terms. Thereafter, all appointments, except to fill vacancies, shall be for a term of three 
years. All appointments for the purpose of filling vacancies occurring otherwise than by 
expiration of term of office shall be for the unexpired term. 

Sec. 110-28. Compensation. 
All members of the Multi-Modal Transportation Board shall serve without compensation. 

Sec. 110-29. Organization. 
The Multi-Modal Transportation Board shall, from its appointed members, elect a chair 
who shall be the presiding officer of the board, and a vice-chair who shall serve in the 
absence of the chair. A secretary, who shall keep and maintain the proceedings of the 
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board, shall be appointed by the board. The secretary need not be a member of the 
board. The terms of office for such officers shall be one year and until their successors 
have been elected. The ex officio members of the board may not act as the chair or 
vice-chair but may serve as secretary. 

Sec. 110-30. Meetings and quorum. 
The Multi-Modal Transportation Board shall hold meetings at such time and place as 
may be established by the board. Special meetings may be called by the secretary at the 
written request of the chair or any three members of the board on at least two days' 
notice. A quorum for the transaction of business at the regular and special meetings 
shall be four appointed members and at least one ex officio member or their designated 
representative. 

Sec. 110-31. Scope of authority. 
The Multi-Modal Transportation Board is a non-administrative board serving solely in an 
advisory capacity. In that capacity the board may make recommendations to the city 
commission but may not assume any legislative or administrative authority of the city 
commission or any department or board established by the city commission except as 
specifically provided in this chapter. 

Sec. 110-32. Purpose and duties. 
The purpose of the Multi-Modal Transportation Board shall be to assist in maintaining 
the safe and efficient movement of motorized and non-motorized vehicles and 
pedestrians on the streets and walkways of the city and to advise the city commission 
on the implementation of the Multi-Modal Transportation Plan, including reviewing 
project phasing and budgeting. In furtherance of its purpose, the board shall endeavor 
to provide the following: 

(1) Advice on the implementation of the city’s Multi-Modal Transportation Plan to 
the city commission. 
(2) Review of the Multi-Modal Transportation Plan to assure that it remains 
current with citywide multi-modal transportation movements and regional 
transportation plans and initiatives. 
(3) An objective and technical multi-modal evaluation of plans for all road 
reconstruction and road resurfacing projects, sidewalk and pedestrian crossing 
projects, intersection or bridge projects, bicycle and transit facility improvement 
projects.   
(4) An objective and technical evaluation of transportation issues brought to the 
attention of or identified by the board. 

City of Birmingham Attachment B - Page 2 
Transportation Engineering Services Consultant RFQ 



(5) An objective and technical evaluation of the transportation plan submitted 
for proposed development or redevelopment, as referred to the board by the 
planning board. 
(6) An objective and technical multi-modal evaluation of site plans submitted 
for proposed development or redevelopment, as referred to the board by the 
planning board. 
(7) An objective and technical multi-modal evaluation of any ordinance 
amendments related to transportation issues, as referred to the board by the 
planning board or city commission. 
(8) The application of accepted transportation engineering practices, multi-
modal transportation planning and complete streets practices and national 
standards, including those published by the American Association of State 
Highway and Transportation Officials, in solving and preventing transportation 
problems. 
(9) Objective and technical recommendations regarding transportation 
engineering safety issues to the city commission. 
(10) A forum for the voluntary coordination of groups interested in transportation 
issues. 
(11) A forum to review and decide appeals of administrative decisions made by 
the Police Department on transportation-related regulatory requests under Article 
VII of this chapter. 

Secs. 110-33—110-55. Reserved. 

City of Birmingham Attachment B - Page 3 
Transportation Engineering Services Consultant RFQ 



ATTACHMENT C 
SAMPLE CONSULTANT AGREEMENT 
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CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 
MULTI-MODAL TRANSPORTATION 

CONSULTING SERVICES CONTRACT 

THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into this ___ day of ___________, 2014 by and 
between the CITY OF BIRMINGHAM, a Municipal Corporation located at 151 Martin Street, 
Birmingham, Michigan, 48009 (hereinafter referred to as the “CITY”), and  

(hereinafter referred to as the “CONSULTANT”).   

W I T N E S S E T H: 

WHEREAS, the CITY would like to engage the professional services of the 
CONSULTANT to perform engineering services; and,  

WHEREAS, the CONSULTANT is willing to render such services desired by the CITY for 
the considerations hereinafter expressed. 

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutual undertakings of the parties 
hereto, all as hereinafter set forth, it is agreed by and between the parties as follows: 

1. The CONSULTANT shall perform multi-modal services for the CITY, including, but
not limited to, investigations, studies and preliminary engineering, customary civil, structural, 
design, mechanical and electrical engineering services, urban planning and urban design 
services, environmental services, architectural services, multi-modal transportation services, 
inspection services and surveying, and other services incidental thereto. 

The CONSULTANT will provide said services only when requested to do so by the 
CITY'S Director of Engineering and Public Services, the Planning Director or the CITY’s Police 
Department’s designee. 

2. The CONSULTANT shall perform all work under the direction of the CITY'S
Director of Engineering and Public Services, the Planning Director or the CITY’S Chief of Police, or 
their respective designated representative.  

3. The CITY agrees to pay the CONSULTANT for services rendered on the basis of an
hourly fee as set forth in Exhibit A, which is attached hereto and made a part hereof.  The 
CONSULTANT shall submit billings on a regular basis, but no more than once a month. 

4. This Agreement shall commence upon execution of this Agreement by both parties,
and shall terminate five (5) years after the dated of execution, unless terminated sooner under this 
Agreement or by agreement of the parties.  Notwithstanding, the CITY and the CONSULTANT shall 
have the right to terminate this Agreement on thirty (30) days written notice.  In the event of 
termination, the CONSULTANT shall receive compensation for services to the date the termination 
takes effect and the CITY shall be entitled to retain and use all work product prepared by the 
CONSULTANT through such date. 

5. If the CONSULTANT fails to perform its obligations hereunder, the CITY may take
any and all remedial actions permitted by law. 

6. The CONSULTANT shall hire personnel of good character and fitness to perform the
duties under this Agreement.  



7. The CONSULTANT agrees that neither it nor its subcontractors will discriminate
against any employee or applicant for employment with respect to hire, tenure, terms, conditions or 
privileges of employment, or a matter directly or indirectly related to employment because of race, 
color, religion, national origin, age, sex, height, weight or marital status.  The CONSULTANT shall 
inform the CITY of all claims or suits asserted against it by the CONSULTANT'S employees who 
work pursuant to this Agreement.  The CONSULTANT shall provide the CITY with periodic status 
reports concerning all such claims or suits, at intervals established by the CITY.   

8. Any controversy or claim arising out of or relating to this Agreement, or the breach
thereof, shall be settled either by commencement of a suit in Oakland County Circuit Court, the 48th 
District Court or by arbitration.  If both parties elect to have the dispute resolved by arbitration, it 
shall be settled pursuant to Chapter 50 of the Revised Judicature Act for the State of Michigan and 
administered by the American Arbitration Association with one arbitrator being used, or three 
arbitrators, in the event any party’s claim exceeds $1,000,000.  Each party shall bear its own costs 
and expenses and an equal share of the arbitrator’s and administrative fees of arbitration.  Such 
arbitration shall qualify as statutory arbitration pursuant to MCL§600.5001 et. seq., and the Oakland 
County Circuit Court or any court having jurisdiction shall render judgment upon the award of the 
arbitrator made pursuant to this Agreement.  The laws of the State of Michigan shall govern this 
Agreement, and the arbitration shall take place in Oakland County, Michigan.  In the event that the 
parties elect not to have the matter in dispute arbitrated, any dispute between the parties may be 
resolved by the filing of a suit in the Oakland County Circuit Court or the 48th District Court.  

9. To the fullest extent permitted by law, the CONSULTANT  and any entity or person
for whom the CONSULTANT is legally liable, agrees to be responsible for any liability, defend, 
pay on behalf of, indemnify, and hold harmless the CITY OF BIRMINGHAM, its elected and 
appointed officials, employees and volunteers and others working on behalf of the CITY OF 
BIRMINGHAM against any and all claims, demands, suits, or loss, including all costs and 
reasonable attorney fees connected therewith, and for any damages which may be asserted, claimed 
or recovered against or from and the CITY OF BIRMINGHAM, its elected and appointed officials, 
employees, volunteers or others working on behalf of the CITY OF BIRMINGHAM, by reason of 
personal injury, including bodily injury and death and/or property damage, including loss of use 
thereof, which arises out of  or is in any way connected or associated with this Agreement.  Such 
responsibility shall not be construed as liability for damage caused by or resulting from the sole act 
or omission of its elected or appointed officials, employees, volunteers or others working on behalf 
of the CITY OF BIRMINGHAM.  

10. The CONSULTANT shall not commence work under this Agreement until it has, at
its sole expense, obtained the insurance required under this paragraph.  All coverages shall be with 
insurance companies licensed and admitted to do business in the State of Michigan.  All coverages 
shall be with carriers acceptable to the CITY OF BIRMINGHAM.  

A.  Workers' Compensation Insurance: CONSULTANT shall procure and maintain 
during the life of this Agreement, Workers' Compensation Insurance, including 
Employers Liability Coverage, in accordance with all applicable statutes of the State 
of Michigan. 

B. Commercial General Liability Insurance: CONSULTANT shall procure and maintain 
during the life of this Agreement, Commercial General Liability Insurance on an 
"Occurrence Basis" with limits of liability not less than $1,000,000 per occurrence 
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combined single limit, Personal Injury, Bodily Injury and Property Damage. 
Coverage shall include the following extensions: (A) Contractual Liability; (B) 
Products and Completed Operations; (C) Independent Contractors Coverage; (D) 
Broad Form General Liability Extensions or equivalent; (E) Deletion of all 
Explosion, Collapse and Underground (XCU) Exclusions, if applicable. 

           C. Motor Vehicle Liability: CONSULTANT shall procure and maintain during the life 
of this Agreement Motor Vehicle Liability Insurance, including all applicable no-
fault coverages, with limits of liability of not less than $1,000,000 per occurrence 
combined single limit Bodily Injury and Property Damage.  Coverage shall include 
all owned vehicles, all non-owned vehicles, and all hired vehicles. 

            D. Additional Insured: Commercial General Liability and Motor Vehicle Liability 
Insurance, as described above, shall include an endorsement stating the following 
shall be Additional Insureds: The City of Birmingham, including all elected and 
appointed officials, all employee and volunteers, all boards, commissions and/or 
authorities and board members, including employees and volunteers thereof.  This 
coverage shall be primary to any other coverage that may be available to the 
additional insured, whether any other available coverage by primary, contributing or 
excess.  

            E. Professional Liability:  Professional liability insurance with limits of not less than 
$1,000,000 per claim if CONSULTANT will provide service that are customarily 
subject to this type of coverage. 

F. Cancellation Notice:  Workers' Compensation Insurance, Commercial General 
Liability Insurance and Motor Vehicle Liability Insurance (and Professional Liability 
Insurance, if applicable), as described above, shall include an endorsement stating the 
following: "Thirty (30) days Advance Written Notice of Cancellation or Non-
Renewal, shall be sent to: Finance Director, City of Birmingham, PO Box 3001, 151 
Martin Street, Birmingham, MI  48012-3001. 

G. Proof of Insurance Coverage: CONSULTANT shall provide the City of Birmingham 
at the time the Agreement is returned for execution, Certificates of Insurance and/or 
policies, acceptable to the City of Birmingham, as listed below. 

1) Two (2) copies of Certificate of Insurance for Workers' Compensation
Insurance;

2) Two (2) copies of Certificate of Insurance for Commercial General
Liability Insurance;

3) Two (2) copies of Certificate of Insurance for Vehicle Liability
Insurance;

4) Two (2) copies of Certificate of Insurance for Professional Liability
Insurance;

5) If so requested, Certified Copies of all policies mentioned above will
be furnished.
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            H. Coverage Expiration: If any of the above coverages expire during the term of this 
Agreement, CONSULTANT shall deliver renewal certificates and/or policies to the 
City of Birmingham at least (10) days prior to the expiration date. 

            I. Maintaining Insurance:   Upon failure of the CONSULTANT to obtain or maintain 
such insurance coverage for the term of the Agreement, the City of Birmingham may, 
at its option, purchase such coverage and subtract the cost of obtaining such coverage 
from the Agreement amount.  In obtaining such coverage, the City of Birmingham 
shall have no obligation to procure the most cost-effective coverage but may contract 
with any insurer for such coverage.   

11. If, after the effective date of this Agreement, any official of the CITY, or spouse,
child, parent or in-law of such official or employee shall become directly or indirectly interested in 
this Agreement or the affairs of the CONSULTANT, the CITY shall have the right to terminate this 
Agreement without further liability to the CONSULTANT if the disqualification has not been 
removed within thirty (30) days after the CITY has given the CONSULTANT notice of the 
disqualifying interest.  Ownership of less than one percent (1%) of the stock or other equity interest 
in a corporation or partnership shall not be a disqualifying interest.  Employment shall be a 
disqualifying interest. 

12. The CONSULTANT and the CITY agree that the CONSULTANT is acting as an
independent contractor with respect to the CONSULTANT'S role in providing services to the CITY 
pursuant to this Agreement, and as such, shall be liable for its own actions and neither the 
CONSULTANT nor its employees shall be construed as employees of the CITY.  Nothing contained 
in this Agreement shall be construed to imply a joint venture or partnership and neither party, by 
virtue of this Agreement, shall have any right, power or authority to act or create any obligation, 
express or implied, on behalf of the other party, except as specifically outlined herein.  Neither the 
CITY nor the CONSULTANT shall be considered or construed to be the agent of the other, nor shall 
either have the right to bind the other in any manner whatsoever, except as specifically provided in 
this Agreement, and this Agreement shall not be construed as a contract of agency.  The 
CONSULTANT shall not be considered entitled or eligible to participate in any benefits or privileges 
given or extended by the CITY, or be deemed an employee of the CITY for purposes of federal or 
state withholding taxes, FICA taxes, unemployment, workers' compensation or any other employer 
contributions on behalf of the CITY. 

13. The CONSULTANT agrees that it will apply for and secure all permits and approvals
as may be required from the CITY in accordance with the provisions of applicable laws and 
ordinances of the CITY, State of Michigan or federal agencies.   

14. This Agreement shall be binding upon and apply and inure to the benefit of the
parties hereto and their respective successors or assigns.  The covenants, conditions, and the 
agreements herein contained are hereby declared binding on the CITY and CONSULTANT.  It is 
further agreed that there shall be no change, modification, or alteration hereof, except in writing, 
signed by both of the parties hereto.  Neither party shall assign any of the rights under this 
Agreement without prior approval, in writing, of the other.  Any attempt at assignment without prior 
written consent shall be void and of no effect. 

15. The CITY shall be the owner of all the drawings, specifications or other documents
prepared by the CONSULTANT. Any modifications made to the drawings by the CITY shall be 
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clearly marked as such on the modified document.  The CITY may not use these documents for any 
purpose other than pursuant to the activities provided for in this Agreement. 

16. Notices shall be given to:

a. City of Birmingham
151 Martin Street
P.O. Box 3001
Birmingham, MI  48012-3001
Attention:  Ms. Nancy Weiss

With copies to:

Timothy J. Currier, City Attorney
Beier Howlett, P.C.
200 E. Long Lake Road, Ste. #110
Bloomfield Hills, MI  48304

b. Consultant

17. The CONSULTANT acknowledges that in performing services pursuant to this
Agreement, certain confidential and/or proprietary information (including, but not limited to, internal 
organization, methodology, personnel and financial information, etc.) may become involved.  The 
CONSULTANT recognizes that unauthorized exposure of such confidential or proprietary 
information could irreparably damage the CITY.  Therefore, the CONSULTANT agrees to use 
reasonable care to safeguard the confidential and proprietary information and to prevent the 
unauthorized use or disclosure thereof.  The CONSULTANT shall inform its employees of the 
confidential or proprietary nature of such information and shall limit access thereto to employees 
rendering services pursuant to this Agreement.  The CONSULTANT further agrees to use such 
confidential or proprietary information only for the purpose of performing services pursuant to this 
Agreement. 

18. This Agreement shall be governed by and performed, interpreted and enforced in
accordance with the laws of the State of Michigan.  The CONSULTANT agrees to perform all 
services provided for in this Agreement in accordance with and in full compliance with all local, state 
and federal laws and regulations. 

19. If any provision of this Agreement is declared invalid, illegal or unenforceable, such
provision shall be severed from this Agreement and all other provisions shall remain in full force and 
effect. 

20. "FAIR PROCUREMENT OPPORTUNITY:  Procurement for the City of
Birmingham will be handled in a manner providing fair opportunity for all businesses.  This will be 
accomplished without abrogation or sacrifice of quality and as determined to be in the best interest of 
the City of Birmingham." 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement on the day and 
year first above written. 

WITNESS:      CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 

________________________________ ________________________________
_ Mark Nickita, Mayor  

________________________________ ________________________________
_ Cherilynn Brown, City Clerk 

________________________________ By:  _____________________________ 

APPROVAL: 

________________________________ ________________________________ 
Paul O’Meara, City Engineer  Joe Valentine, City Manager as to 
  as to Substance Substance 

________________________________ _______________________________
_ Mark Gerber, Director of   Timothy J. Currier, City Attorney as to  
   Finance as to Financial Obligation    Form 

________________________________
_ Mark Clemence, Chief of Police 
   as to Substance 
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MEMORANDUM 
Police Department 

DATE:   July 26, 2017 

TO:    Multi-Model Transportation Board 

FROM:  Scott Grewe, Operations Commander 

SUBJECT:   Moped Parking 

The City of Birmingham has recently updated the parking systems for on street and structure 
parking.  Some have chosen to drive mopeds and have questioned where such vehicles should 
be parked.  The purpose of this report is to review and discuss the issue of moped parking.   

A moped is defined by Michigan law as a two or three wheeled motor vehicle that has a 100cc 
or smaller engine and a top speed of 30mph. 

The City of Birmingham parking structures prohibit motorcycle and moped parking.  Some 
moped drivers have been using bike racks in the shopping district to park.  State law and city 
ordinance prohibits the operation of a motor vehicle on a sidewalk.  Furthermore, 257.674 of 
the Michigan Motor Vehicle Code states the following: 

A vehicle shall not be parked, except if necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in 
compliance with the law or the directions of a police officer or traffic-control device, in 
any of the following places:  

(a) On a sidewalk. 

Staff contacted other cities to determine how they were handling moped parking. 

1. Royal Oak stated they allow mopeds to park at bike racks.  They have no specific
ordinance permitting this type of parking and choose to take no action in citing for
the violation.

2. Ferndale stated the same as Royal Oak.

3. Ann Arbor advised they have free designated motorcycle/moped parking and do not
allow the parking of mopeds at bike racks.

4. Michigan State University stated they are in the process of installing designated
parking spots for mopeds.  They currently allow them to be parked at bike racks.
However, due to issues with mopeds being driven on sidewalks attempting to get to
a bike rack MSU is putting in designated spots to remove mopeds from bike racks.

Currently the Birmingham Police Department has taken the same approach as Royal Oak and 
Ferndale and have chosen to take no action against a moped parked at a bike rack.   
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During a three day period (Wednesday to Friday) parking enforcement assistants were asked to 
report any mopeds found parked in the downtown. 

Wednesday June 14th – 1 moped parked in the alley behind 126 S. Old Woodward and 
one in the alley behind 211 S. Old Woodward. 

Thursday June 15th – 2 mopeds parked at a bike rack near 422 S. Old Woodward. 

Friday June 16th – 1 moped parked behind 270 W. Maple, 1 in the enclosed dumpster 
area behind 444 S. Old Woodward (CVS) and 1 in the alley behind 235 Willits. 

While it is possible there were additional mopeds not seen/reported by parking enforcement, 
three parking enforcement assistants were asked if they have seen a problem with or caused by 
where mopeds have been parking.  All three stated they did not believe there was a problem.  
Of the mopeds not parked at a bike rack, most if not all seen, were parked on private property 
against a building off an alley or inside a dumpster enclosure. 

Based on these field observations, it does not seem necessary at this time to recommend the 
creation of a detailed moped parking policy, nor to develop a program for designated moped 
parking in City parking facilities. 

Recommendations: 

To recommend to the City Commission that moped parking be permitted as follows: 

1. On a paved surface on private property;
2. In any legal vehicle public parking space (on street or in surface parking lots, but not

within public parking decks);
3. On public property in alleys, in a manner and location that will not block vehicular

service traffic access;  and
4. At temporary and permanent bicycle parking racks, provided that mopeds are not

permitted to be driven on public sidewalks, and must be walked on the sidewalk to
access bicycle parking on or adjacent to the City sidewalk.



MEMORANDUM
Engineering Department 

Planning Department 
Police Department 

DATE: May 24, 2017 

TO: Multi-Modal Transportation Board 

FROM: Lauren Chapman, Assistant Planner 
Nicholas Dupuis, Planning Intern 

APPROVED: Jana L. Ecker, Planning Director 
Commander Scott Grewe, Police Department 
Paul O’Meara, City Engineer 

SUBJECT: Crosswalk Pavement Markings 
Design Standards 

At the February 27, 2017 meeting the City Commission voted to adopt the following standard 
policy for the design of all future crosswalk pavement markings in the City of Birmingham: 

All new painted crosswalks installed shall be of the continental style, as outlined 
on MDOT Detail Sheet PAVE-945-C, Sheet 3 of 3, with the exception that all 
painted bars shall be 24 inches wide spaced as close to 24 inches apart as 
possible.  Crosswalk widths shall be installed as follows: 

On Major Streets within the Central Business District, Triangle District, 
Rail District, or Adjacent to Schools: 

● Total width of the crosswalk shall be 12 to 14 feet wide.  Crosswalks at
the upper width limit may be installed when traffic signals are present.

● The following shall be considered Major Streets (within the specific
districts noted) for the purposes of this standard:

Woodward Ave.       

Old Woodward Ave. 

Maple Rd. 

Southfield Rd. 

Adams Rd. 

Oakland Blvd. 

Chester St. 

Brown St. 

S. Eton Rd. 

E. Lincoln Ave. 
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On Local Streets within the Central Business District, Triangle District, 
Rail District, or Adjacent to Schools: 

● Total width of the crosswalk shall be 8 feet wide, unless the adjacent
sidewalk main walking path is wider, at which point it shall be widened to
match the main walking path width.

At All Other Locations: 

● Total width of the crosswalk shall be 6 feet wide.

The City Commission has now directed the Multi-Modal Transportation Board (MMTB) to 
recommend the type of material to be used for new crosswalks.  This memo is intended to give 
the board a background on the types of materials available and the advantages and 
disadvantages of each, as well as an attempt to outline pricing. The majority of information in 
this memo was sourced from Concordia University. 

Overview 

Pavement markings on roads consist of centerline stripes, lane lines, appropriate striping of no-
passing zones on two-lane highways, and pavement edge striping. Other pavement markings 
may supplement the above activities, such as pavement width transitions, approach to 
obstructions, turn markings, stop and crosswalk lines, and various word and symbol markings. 
Longitudinal pavement markings are the most widely implemented traffic control devices. A 
marking material can be selected based upon: durability, workability, drying time or non-track 
time, accommodation of heavy traffic volumes, and replacement methods considering 
environmental concerns. 
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Pavement marking materials are mainly divided into five categories: paint, thermo-sets, 
thermoplastic, tape and Methyl Methacrylate (MMA).   Because Methyl Methacrylate (MMA) 
Pavement Marking is rarely used in the United States and Canada, none of the contractors that 
were contacted for quotes use this material.  Also, MMA is very expensive compared to other 
materials due to the special equipment that is needed for applying it.  Due to the above 
mentioned facts, MMA will not be further discussed in this memo.  

Paints Pavement Marking 

Paint pavement marking is the most widely used material in pavement markings in Canada and 
the United States. Paint pavement marking is divided mainly into two categories: i) solvent 
based paints (Alkyd), and ii) waterborne paints (Latex). The three main components of these 
paints are binder as base material, pigment for colors and reflectivity, and solvent. Solvent 
based and waterborne marking paints are commonly installed using large mobile truck mounted 
sprayers that apply paint stripping. The desired level of reflectivity is achieved based on the 
glass beads that either premixed with the paint or sprayed immediately on the top of the paint.  

Waterborne paints are favored over solvent based paints because they are environmentally 
friendly, and lack of heavy metals and volatile organic compounds without affecting the service 
life. Moreover, water-based paints don’t have a strong solvent odor that may induce respiratory 
complaints from users. The service life of solvent based and waterborne marking paints 
normally ranges between three and thirty six months depending on different factors including 
pavement type, traffic volume, and weather conditions. 

Solvent Based Paint (Alkyd): A solvent based paint consists of three main components; 1) 25% 
binder which is the base material, 2) 25% Pigment which is responsible for color and, and 3) 
50% solvent. 

Waterborne Paints: Waterborne paint is similar to solvent based paints except that it has water 
in place of solvents. Waterborne paints are slightly more expensive and need longer drying time 
than solvent based paints, especially in humid conditions. 

Advantages and Disadvantages of Paints Pavement Marking: One of the major advantages of 
paint markings is that they are significantly cheaper than any other method; however, they can 
be worn away rapidly on high volume roadways, and consequently these roadways need to be 
re-striped more than once a year. 

Thermo-Sets Pavement Marking (Epoxy Paint) 

Thermosetting materials are those in which two different components react exothermically to 
produce a hard and durable material. There are two types of thermo-sets pavement markings: 
(i) epoxy, and (ii) polyester. Epoxy paints generally consist of two materials: pigment and 
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binder. The application of epoxy paints is very similar to paint marking; it is applied using large 
mobile truck mounted sprayers that apply paint stripping.  

Epoxy paints are used most likely for continuous applications including centerlines, lane lines 
and edge lines. They are generally not used for special markings or for marking non-mountable 
islands and raised curbs because of problems combined with the discontinuous application. The 
service life of epoxy marking paints normally ranges between twenty four and forty eight 
months depending on different factors including pavement type, traffic volume, and weather 
conditions. 

Advantages of Epoxy Paint Pavement Marking 

Epoxy paint offers a longer service life on all traffic volumes roads (low, medium and high), and 
higher retro reflectivity levels compared to paint. Epoxy paint is a durable, sprayable material 
that provides perfect adhesion to both asphalt and concrete pavements, while providing 
medium resistance to abrasion. Epoxy paints can provide up to 5 years’ service live on low to 
mid traffic volume roadways, as shown in Table 1. Moreover, epoxy paints are relatively 
insensitive to most weather conditions during application. They have the ability to bond and set 
on cold and/or wet road surfaces. 

Disadvantages of Epoxy Paint Pavement Marking 

Epoxy pavement markings are significantly more expensive than paint marking.  The main 
disadvantage of epoxy pavement marking is that it needs long time to dry properly, and hence 
require coning and flagging during the application. However, long drying times will not reduce 
the expected service life. Another disadvantage of Epoxy marking is that it can be easily 
damaged from snow plowing. Moreover, epoxy marking may encounter color instability. 
Pavement surface must be cleaned and prepared. 

Thermoplastic Pavement Marking 

Thermoplastic marking materials were developed in Great Britain before World War II and 
contain no solvent. Thermoplastics are similar to paint, and applied as a liquid, but they require 
higher application temperature than that for paint to be transformed back to a liquid state. 
Thermoplastic markings are installed in a molten state using either extrusion or spraying 
method. Typical thermoplastics marking materials consist of four basic components: binder, 
pigment, glass beads, and filler. In general, thermoplastics are classified based on the type of 
binder used: (i) alkyd-based, and (ii) hydrocarbon-based. Alkyd-based binders are used in 
transverse and longitudinal applications, because they have the ability to resist chemical 
decompositions of petroleum products (i.e. motor oil, hydrocarbon contaminants). On the other 
hand, hydrocarbon-based binders are strictly used in longitudinal markings. 
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Pavement surface condition is an important factor that affects thermoplastic application because 
old pavement may not provide a sufficient chemical bond between asphalt and the 
thermoplastic marking material. Thermoplastic provide excellent performance when it is applied 
properly. The service life of thermoplastic marking paints normally ranges between forty eight 
months and eighty four months depending on different factors including application procedures, 
pavement type, traffic volume, snowplow activity and atmospheric conditions when placed. 

 Advantages of Thermoplastic Pavement Marking 

Thermoplastic pavement marking has demonstrated a long service life on all traffic volumes 
roads (low, medium, and high). They also have a high retro-reflectivity level without using glass 
beads. In addition, thermoplastics can be applied in all weathering conditions. Finally, 
thermoplastics pavement marking has a very strong bond on asphalt surfaces. 

Disadvantages of Thermoplastic Pavement Marking 

Thermoplastics are considered as the most sensitive to surface preparation and atmospheric 
conditions during application compared to other marking materials.  Thermoplastics pavement 
marking materials are not suitable for edge lines, centerlines or skip lines, and most likely are 
used for symbols. They are very sensitive to damage from sands/abrasives, and can be easily 
damaged from snow plowing. Most road surfaces needs coating with an epoxy primer before 
thermoplastic markings is installed. The performance of a thermoplastics pavement marking on 
a concrete surface is most often influenced by the quality of its bond to the pavement surface 
and thermoplastic material formulation. 

 Preformed Tape Pavement Marking 

Preformed tape pavement marking are pre-made strips or patterns of durable reflective material 
that are glued to the pavement surface. Tape pavement markings can be used in either urban 
or rural areas. Tapes generally consist of PVC resin binders, pigment, inert fillers, extender, and 
glass beads. Most tapes come with pre-applied adhesive backing protected by paper, and are 
applied by removing the paper backing and pressing the tape to the pavement with either a 
roller or a truck tire. The service life of tapes pavement marking normally ranges between forty 
eight months and ninety six months based on location and traffic volumes. 

 Advantages of Tapes Pavement Marking 

Tape pavement marking has many advantages over other marking materials. It is generally 
used in areas of high traffic due to their high durability. Tapes are characterized with a long 
service life and initial retro reflectivity values that are four to six times better than paint 
pavement markings. 

 Disadvantages of Tapes Pavement Marking 
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Some of the disadvantages of using performed tape include the stringent application 
requirements and high initial cost. 

Table 1. 
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Material Selection Factors for the Pavement Marking 

In the process of selecting a certain pavement marking material, there are four common 
factors: type of line, pavement surface, traffic volume, and type of street and highway.  
Material could be selected from durable materials or non-durable materials. Durable materials 
have longer service lives and cost more than paints. Depending on policy of agencies, 
responsible engineer select the material satisfying all technical and regulatory aspects.  

Maintenance Costs 

The Services Division of the Police Dept. issues a contract each year to repaint all pavement 
markings in the City.  All of the roads markings are currently paint (with the exception of the 
area around Shain Park, which is marked with thermoplastic).  Two contracts are issued – one 
focuses on the long lane lines generally painted quickly with a large truck, while the other 
focuses on all of the smaller items that need to be done by hand, such as crosswalks, parking 
spaces, arrows, and legends (such as “ONLY”).  For the most recent year, the City spent about 
$18,000 repainting all the crosswalks in the City.   
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Since the City elected to move to a 24 inch wide bar instead of 12 inch, about 60% more paint 
will be required at each location.  It is important to note that just because 24 inch wide bars are 
the new standard that does not translate into a 60% increase in annual costs, regardless of the 
material.  Generally, existing painted markings will remain as is until the pavement in the 
intersection is being removed and replaced, including resurfacing or new cape seal.  The move 
to a 24 inch wide bar as the standard in all new locations will translate into a slow, gradual 
increase as crosswalk markings are removed and replaced. 

Community Comparison 

Comparison communities were chosen based on the following criteria: walkability, income 
demographics, population demographics, proximity, and climate similarities. Thermoplastic was 
the most popular reply, with a lot of reasoning focused on initial and upkeep costs. 

Federal Highway Administration, 2010 
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Municipality Material

Ann Arbor, MI  Polyurea/Thermoplastic/Waterborne Latex Paint 
Chanhassen, MN Epoxy Paint (Thermoset) and Thermoplastic 

Detroit, MI Thermoplastics 
Ferndale, MI Preformed Thermoplastic 
Hudson, OH Water-Based Acrylic Paint  

Huntington Woods, MI Latex Paint 
MDOT Preformed Thermoplastic/Thermoplastic/Polyurea 

Northville, MI Waterborne Latex Paint 
Road Commission Oakland 

County 
Thermoplastics 

Royal Oak, MI Waterborne Latex Paint/Thermoplastic 
Troy, MI Thermoplastic 

Westport, CT Epoxy Paint (Thermosets) 
Wilmette, IL Thermoplastic 

Some interesting notes received with replies are worth mentioning as well. For example, the 
City of Ann Arbor uses three types of pavement marking materials for crosswalks. However, the 
use of latex paint is only for temporary purposes (i.e. cold temperature/winter restriping, short 
term-restriping). Ann Arbor prefers thermoplastic because it is easiest to maintain. After the 
initial installation, the city is able to use a different thermoplastic made for maintenance, and 
spray it right over the top of the existing markings. Hudson, Ohio made sure to note that they 
add potter glass beads to their paint while installing the markings. 

Preformed thermoplastics and polyurea, as Ferndale and some others use, is regarded as top 
notch in terms of reflectivity according to cities, but costly both initially and in maintenance. 
Preform thermoplastic striping works best if it is installed with a newly paved road. In Troy, 
engineers use different techniques based on what the surface is made from. On asphalt local 
roads, Troy uses a city-owned thermoplastic machine to stripe crosswalks and intersections. On 
concrete local roads, Troy uses poly preformed marking tape. Many communities use recessing 
while striping their crosswalks.   Recessing is the method of grinding down pavement to install 
thermoplastics at or slightly below grade; recessing lengthens the lifespan of the marking, but is 
not absolutely necessary.  
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SUGGESTED RECOMMENDATION: 

To use polyurea on major streets within the Central Business District, Triangle District, Rail 
District, or Adjacent to Schools and to use waterborne paint on all other streets. 

● The following shall be considered Major Streets (within the specific districts noted) for the
purposes of this standard: 

Woodward Ave.       

Old Woodward Ave. 

Maple Rd. 

Southfield Rd. 

Adams Rd. 

Oakland Blvd. 

Chester St. 

Brown St. 

S. Eton Rd. 

E. Lincoln Ave. 
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PK Contracting RS Contracting Hart Pavement
RAE  Products & 
Chemicals Corp.

Best Material? Recessed Polyurea Polyurea Waterborne
Stop Bar Recessed Polyurea Polyurea Waterborne

Stop Lettering Recessed Polyurea Polyurea Waterborne
Turn Arrows Recessed Polyurea Polyurea Waterborne

New Concrete Recessed Polyurea Polyurea/Cold Plastic Waterborne
Old Concrete Recessed Polyurea Polyurea/Cold Plastic Waterborne
New Asphalt Recessed Polyurea Polyurea/Cold Plastic Waterborne
Old Asphalt Recessed Polyurea Polyurea/Cold Plastic Waterborne

Contact:
Nick Shea -

(248)-362-2130
Joe Valente (Cell) -                  

(810)-217-1659
Dann Hart -                         

(248)-673-3219
Notes:   Pricing is based off of the 
Martin & Henrietta Intersection 
dimensions (stop bars & crosswalk 
stripes) multiplied by 10 to 
simulate a bulk order. Quotes 
were requested from each 
contractor based on those 
numbers and what material they 
offer.

Has had the best results with 
Polyurea, as long as it is 
recessed. The initial cost may be 
higher, but maintenance is not 
necessary with that material. 

Waterborne paint is the best 
option because of pricing. 
Removing existing markings to 
replace w/ a new markings 
would be costly. Pricing depends 
on quantity, but waterbornes 
are around 1/2 to 1/3 the cost 
of Polyurea or Cold Plastics.

Waterborne paint is the 
only material they use to 
stripe.

Pricing:
Waterborne Paint $27,144 $7,680 $65,000 (with grinding) $93 / $0.18 per sf
Regular Dry Paint $191 / $0.37 per sf

High Build Waterborne $323 / $0.62 per sf
Alkyd Paint $318 / $0.62 per sf

Acrylic Paint $277 / $0.53 per sf
Preformed Thermoplastic $47,768 $2,868 / $11 per sf

90 Mil Extrude Thermoplastic $16,840 $451 / $1.00 per sf
40 Mil Sprayable Thermoplastic $36,520

Preformed Tape $25,440 $2,844 / $11 per sf
Polyurea $33,800 $19,880
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Why bike lanes are good for drivers —
and everyone else
Myriad factors contribute to livability but I can tell you from experience one of the things that
makes a city great, is the ability to get around without driving.

"Another reason I’m a fan of bike lanes as a driver is because I’m afraid of hitting one,
and bike lanes provide a clear boundary between where my car should be, and where my
friends on two wheels should be," writes Adam van Koeverden.  (VINCE TALOTTA /
TORONTO STAR) | ORDER THIS PHOTO  

By ADAM VAN KOEVERDEN
Mon., July 17, 2017
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For many people who live in Toronto, myself included, cycling isn’t a fair-weather activity, it’s a
transportation necessity.

I’ve been a cyclist in the city for as long as I’ve lived here, but I also use a car, taxis, Uber, the TTC
or a combination of those to get around.

As a driver, I’m in favour of more bike lanes.

In my extensive travels throughout my career as a professional athlete, I’ve had the opportunity to
visit dozens of cities around the world. In fact, I stayed in 6 of The Economist’s Top 10 “most
livable cities” in 2016 alone. It actually wasn’t that hard, given that three of them are in Canada.

Myriad factors contribute to livability but I can tell you from experience one of the things that
makes a city great, is the ability to get around without driving. Walking streets, promenades, bike
paths and great public transportation create a healthier, more active, more affordable and
environmentally friendly city for everyone.

In cities such as Adelaide, Copenhagen and Amsterdam a focus on providing safer and more
efficient solutions for pedestrians and cyclists has lead to their cities being heralded for happiness
and quality of life.

Another reason I’m a fan of bike lanes as a driver is because I’m afraid of hitting one, and bike
lanes provide a clear boundary between where my car should be, and where my friends on two
wheels should be.

I’ve been on the receiving end of a bike-on-car accident enough times to know that the bike never
wins.

I’ve been side-swiped twice by taxi cabs pulling a quick U-turn to grab a fare across the street. Once
I made it up onto the curb but the other time I ended up on the ground. Luckily, neither resulted in
any more than a scratch.

The worst I’ve experienced was at the cruelty of an opening truck door. The truck was actually in
reverse. As the driver angled into his parking spot, I rode by slowly, only to receive his door, which
he opened while in motion to check how much room he had. I thought that’s what the mirror was
for.

I took the top corner of the door on my clavicle, went over the handlebars and ended up in a
tangled mess in the traffic lane. Thankfully, I didn’t get run over. An ambulance whisked me off to
the same hospital where I was born for stitches and x-rays. Nothing was broken, and I raced at the
world championships in Moscow just three weeks later while still scraped and bruised.

I look for signs of drivers in every car as I ride past, in anticipation of an opening door, but
sometimes they come out of nowhere, while the car is in motion.

I have a strategy that I use, when I’m parking my own car, that’s easy enough for everyone to
employ and becomes habit in no time.
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Once you’ve parked your car, and you still have your seat belt on, crack a bit. As you gather your
things, turn off your car and undo your seat belt, that slightly ajar door has alerted cyclists that
you’re about to get out. Now check your mirror and over your shoulder as you open the door into
the danger zone. If you see someone on a bike, just wait a second, they have the right of way.

If you’re a driver frustrated by cyclists or bike lanes, try seeing them each as another car or taxi on
the road you’re driving on. They’re taking up less space than you, and no parking spots at your
destination.

Recently I encountered an angry driver who told me I don’t even pay taxes. Well, yes I do. As a
driver and a resident in the City of Toronto. We all pay for what we use collectively, and that’s why
we get to live in one of the greatest cities in the world.

In closing, I have a personal invitation to extend. During the last mayoral election, I asked now
Mayor John Tory what his policy on bike lanes would be. He said he was in favour of good bike
infrastructure, and I thanked him for that. So, Mayor Tory I’d like to invite you for a coffee on
Bloor St. Let’s get on our bikes at city hall and ride in the bike lanes for a coffee.

Adam van Koeverden is a four-time Olympian in sprint kayaking and world and Olympic
champion in K1 1000-metre and 500-metre. He also is an ambassador for organizations such as
Right To Play, The David Suzuki Foundation and WaterAID. He lives in downtown Toronto with
his Egyptian street dog, Cairo.

Read more about: Uber
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Paul O'Meara <pomeara@bhamgov.org>

S. Eton between Maple and Lincoln
1 message

Jennifer Wheeler <jennybwheeler@gmail.com> Wed, Jul 19, 2017 at 9:03 PM
To: Paul O'Meara <pomeara@bhamgov.org>

Dear Mr. O'Meara, 

It was indicated on social media to send you our concerns regarding traffic on S. Eton between Maple and 
Lincoln for an upcoming meeting. 

I have lived in the Torry Neighborhood for seven years and am a mother of two. My children and I often (multiple 
times a week, with summer sometimes several times a day) need to cross Eton to get to businesses in the rail 
district, Forest Hills and Kenning Park. The cars that stop are few and far between and I often feel scared while 
crossing. Typically I am pushing a large double stroller, so I find it would be hard to miss us, drivers just do not 
care. 

Last year when I looked into this issue I was told there was a study being conducted. I asked if while Birmingham 
was coming up with a long-term solution, if we could have pedestrian crossing signs put up as a short-term 
solution, that way as cars zip by I could at least point to a visual to let them know they are breaking the law. I was 
happy to see the signs go up, and was not shocked when by the end of the first day they were knocked down. I 
do very much appreciate that DPS stays on top of putting them back up, almost daily, however think this should 
be a huge red flag to the seriousness of our neighborhoods traffic problem. If people cannot avoid stationary 
signs, how can we hope for them to avoid moving people??? I have also heard that these signs confuse people, 
which completely baffles me, it seems that stopping for pedestrians should be pretty common sense, yet it is not.

A long-term solution to this issue really needs to come sooner than later. I am honestly worried for the safety of 
not only my family but our community in general. I would love some sort of very visible flashing caution 
crosswalk, but you are the experts and I look forward to hearing what the plans are. 

Thank you for your service to our community,

Jenny Wheeler 
1665 Holland Street 
jennybwheeler@gmail.com 
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Paul O'Meara <pomeara@bhamgov.org>

MMTB Meeting 7/20
1 message

Jay Yaldoo <yaldoo@comcast.net> Thu, Jul 20, 2017 at 11:10 AM
To: Paul O'Meara <pomeara@bhamgov.org>
Cc: Lara Edwards <lmedwards08@gmail.com>

Hello Paul, 
I was writing in regards to tonight’s meeting about S Eton from Maple to Lincoln. Can you pass on to the board that I am
still in support of their previous recommendations, specifically adding a dedicated bike line and removing on street
parking on the west side of the street. I just want to add that they really need to protect the bike lane with something like
pylons or similar. I sent a few pictures of protected bike lanes in other cities previously. If the bike lane is not protected
drivers will use that lane to pass vehicles that are stopped waiting to turn left into businesses. This would be a huge
safety issue for any bikers in the lane that may be read-ended by a motorist flying around the stopped vehicle. 

Thank you, 
Jay Yaldoo 
1997 Haynes St 
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Jana Ecker <jecker@bhamgov.org>

Multi-Modal Transportation Board recommendations for S. Eton Rd. from Maple Rd.
to Lincoln Ave.
1 message

Jay Yaldoo <yaldoo@comcast.net> Sun, Jul 23, 2017 at 10:35 PM
To: Mark Nickita <mnickita@bhamgov.org>, Andrew Harris <aharris@bhamgov.org>, Patty Bordman
<pbordman@bhamgov.org>, pboutros@bhamgov.org, cdeweese@bhamgov.org, Rackeline Hoff <rackyhoff@hotmail.com>,
ssherman@bhamgov.org, Jana Ecker <Jecker@bhamgov.org>, Joe Valentine <jvalentine@bhamgov.org>

Honorable Mayor and City Commissioners, 
I am unable to attend the City Commision Monday night due to my work schedule. However, I wanted to email you my
thoughts regarding Agenda D:   S Eton from Maple to Lincoln. 

I am in full support of Option A which was recommended by the MMTB. Adding bump-outs at the curbs will make it much
safer for people crossing Eton. Adding a dedicated bike lane will make riding on S Eton much safer. Removing the
parking on the west side will increase visibility so people can see bikers when pulling out of driveways or residential side
streets. 

 The AD HOC Committee and the MMTB both stated a parking study was done and there is more than enough parking in
the area for businesses even with removing parking on the west side. 

The Greenway Collaborative plan recommended basically this exact scenario I think back in 2013. 

It is the right thing to do and the safest way to move forward. Every resident I have talked to in the area is in support of
this as well. There really is no better option.

Please vote yes to accept the MMTB option A at Monday nights meeting. 

Respectfully, 

Jay Yaldoo 
1997 Haynes Street 
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Jana Ecker <jecker@bhamgov.org>

Fwd: Proposed South Eton raised Island & street width reduction 
1 message

Joe Valentine <jvalentine@bhamgov.org> Fri, Jul 28, 2017 at 9:21 AM
To: Jana Ecker <Jecker@bhamgov.org>, Paul O'Meara <Pomeara@bhamgov.org>

fyi 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Joe Valentine <jvalentine@bhamgov.org> 
Date: Thu, Jul 27, 2017 at 4:48 PM 
Subject: Re: Proposed South Eton raised Island & street width reduction 
To: larry bertollini <lbertollini@att.net> 
Cc: Paul O'Meara <pomeara@bhamgov.org>, Patty Bordman <pbordman@bhamgov.org>, Pierre Boutros
<pboutros@bhamgov.org>, "Andrew M. Harris" <aharris@bhamgov.org>, Mark Nickita <mnickita@bhamgov.org>, Carroll
DeWeese <cdeweese@bhamgov.org>, Racky Hoff <rackyhoff@hotmail.com>, Stuart Sherman
<ssherman@bhamgov.org> 

Larry,

Thank you for sharing your thoughts regarding the Rail District.  If there is an intent to do a trial of the proposed road
condition, it would have to be professionally re-striped as the markings in the road serve as traffic control devices and any
markings that do not meet current traffic standards may subject the City to potential liability if an accident should occur as
a result of them.  Traffic modeling could address traffic flows, but it would not properly address driver behavior for "double
stacking" given the conditions that have to be met for that to occur.  

I'm not aware of any current plans for a parking deck in the Rail District.  Much of the current and proposed development
in the Rail District has accommodated parking on-site, unlike businesses in the Parking Assessment District.  Parking
requirements is something that will be considered in further detail during the City Master Plan update.

Thank you again for sharing your thoughts and ideas for improvement this area.  Your continued interest and involvement
is appreciated.

Best Regards,
Joe Valentine  

On Wed, Jul 26, 2017 at 9:34 PM, larry bertollini <lbertollini@att.net> wrote: 
Joe, 
 
Is there a way to have the proposed changes for the pedestrian raised island & street width reduction at the curve
spray painted (in wash off paint) on the existing road prior to the City Commission meeting? It really helps to get a
visual on this type of road change proposal. 
 
I along with many others drive this stretch daily. One of my concerns is creating unnecessary traffic congestion. 
 
Presently vehicles from S. Eton turning right on Maple to head east are not restricted to get to the left lane when
vehicles fill the right lane of Maple. When the eastbound Maple light is red at the underpass, both lanes fill to maximum
capacity during the peak traffic times. If the proposed island narrows the right turn lane of S. Eton at Maple too much
and prevents the ability to maneuver around the last vehicles in the right lane then the left lane cannot be accessed
creating backups. This should be mocked up to verify that the two Maple eastbound lanes will be accessible at peak
traffic conditions to the northbound Eton traffic if the island is desired. 
 
On another note, what ever happened to a public or private parking deck in the Rail District? I have heard about
studying the shared parking but nothing on a parking deck structure. With the continued development in the Rail District
it seems there should be some discussion & thought put towards a central parking deck.  
 
I hope the City will also be prepared to support additional parking permit only for residential streets affected by the Rail
District should the parking on the west side of S Eton be replaced with a dedicated bike lane. 
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Thank you for taking time to read my email. 
 
 
 
Larry Bertollini 

--  
Joseph A. Valentine
City Manager
City of Birmingham
151 Martin Street
Birmingham, MI 48009
(248) 530-1809   Office Direct
(248) 530-1109   Fax
jvalentine@bhamgov.org
Twitter: @JoeValentine151

To get the latest information regarding the City of Birmingham, please sign up for our communication tools by clicking
here www.bit.ly/bhamnews.

--  
Joseph A. Valentine
City Manager
City of Birmingham
151 Martin Street
Birmingham, MI 48009
(248) 530-1809   Office Direct
(248) 530-1109   Fax
jvalentine@bhamgov.org
Twitter: @JoeValentine151

To get the latest information regarding the City of Birmingham, please sign up for our communication tools by clicking
here www.bit.ly/bhamnews.
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